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In past issues of Probe, we have learned a 
great deal more about the Kennedy assassina- 
tion through the words of Gordon Michael 
Novel, taken during his deposition in his suit 
against Playboy magazine, a suit which was ul- 
timately thrown out of court on the grounds 
that his case lacked credibility. He was suing 
Playboy for having published Jim Garrison's 
charge during his interview that Gordon Novel 
v r as CIA. r .. ... £ the col. of Aiu ic 4 ‘on. 
it became obvious that Novel had indeed been 
involved with the CIA, and thus the ditermi- 
nation by the judge. 

But in this 1500+ page deposition, there 
is still much gold to be mined. We have 
learned from this deposition such bombshells 
as the fact that Novel was in direct contact 
with Allen Dulles during the period in which 
he was working to undermine Garrison. We 
learned that Guy Banister and Sergio Arcacha 
Smith worked under David Atlee Phillips in 
anti-Castro propaganda campaigns and that 
Phillips had been to Banister's office. We 
learned that the Houma raid, in which Novel, 
Banister. Smith, David Feme, Layton Martens 
and others were involved, was a raid to obtain 
weapons destined for the Bay of Pigs opera- 
tion. 

In this article, you will hear how Novel 
came to be involved in undermining Garrison, 
his relationship with Walter Sheridan, and 
about the famous "Mr. Weiss" letter, includ- 
ing who Mr. Weiss really was. 

Novel's Early Episodes 

A great deal of Novel's curious background 
and character is revealed in this transcript. For 
example, he once worked at Boeing. When he 
was fired for making too many long distance 
phone calls, he let out some information that 
4 caused the man who fired him to also be fired. 
He once shot a cop with a pea shooter from a 
bus. A cop came aboard the bus because an 
African American kid had refused to sit in the 
colored only section. The cop pulled the kid 
off the bus, and a surprisingly civil rights- 
minded Novel blew a pea at the cop. 

Living in Pasadena in the late fifties, he 
applied and was accepted at the Northrop 
Aeronautical Institute of Technology. Novel 
really wanted to learn how to fly jets, but he 
had had asthma as a child and wasn’t allowed 
to fly, although he belonged to the Naval Air 
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Reserve. After a few months at Northrop, he 
was accepted to USC, where he took a course 
in play writing and studied television produc- 
tion. He also claimed that one of his class- 
mates was the future king of Mozambique. 
They met because of a mutual interest in auto 
racing. He applied for a scholarship to the pres- 
tigious Pasadena Playhouse and was accepted 
into their program. The program was aimed 
at the business side, train!. producers and 
writers, but Novel enjoyed the fencing. (Novel 
was also proficient in archery.) He was there 
for six months. 

In late 1957 and early 1958, Novel wrote 
“little confidential trash" for Confidential Maga- 
zine . the magazine owned by Fred and Marga- 
ret Mead. He wrote under a pseudonym which 
he said was provided as a matter of course by 
the magazine. He described his job in this 
manner: 

They would give you a detective report, a broken- 
down report and they gave you the times, dates 
and places, et cetera, and cars, et cetera, and time, 
and witnesses, whatever they could get. photo- 
graphs. And then you cheese it up. Vbu just write 
the dialog into the damn thing. 

He returned after these episodes to New 
Orleans and enrolled at LSU. By the summer 
of 1959, he decided he had had enough of 
school, and wanted to strike out on his own. 
He operated a place called the International 
Raceway in Hammond, Louisiana out of the 
Hammond airport, leasing unused runways 
for drag racing. His two partners in this ven- 
ture were his good friend Rancier Ehlinger 
and Salvador Giangrosso. 

He also got to know many in the political 
circles through his evidently well off and well- 
connected mother. He met Willard 
Robertson, a man who was to become some- 
what of a patron of Novel's. During 1959- 
1960 Novel became "socially and politically 
interested in politics." Novel dated his asso- 
ciation with Clay Shaw as having begun in 
this period, 1959 to be exact. 

Novel and Gorrison 

Novel had first met Garrison casually in a 
bar in 1964. In 1966, Willard Robertson, one 
of the Truth or Consequences supporters of 
Garrison, set up a meeting between the two. 
Novel had told Robertson, who passed the 



information to Garrison, that Novel knew that 
Governor McKeithen and J. Marshall Brown 
were out to wreck Garrison’s chances in an 
upcoming election by bugging his campaign 
manager's phone. Garrison wanted to know 
what Novel knew about bugging and anti- 
bugging equipment. 

In late 1966, Novel heard from Dean 
Andrews that Garrison was quietly looking 
Into i! o assassination of President Kennedy 
Novel characterized Andrews as working on 
the investigation with Garrison, at this point, 
saying Andrews was Garrison's advisor, and 
that "They were trying to figure out how the 
plot went." More specifically, Novel reported, 
using Andrews' own colorful terminology, 
they wanted to know "Who killed Cock 
Robin." At that point, Novel thought such 
speculation was "stupid and inane and point- 
less," explaining, "I was very aware of the 
Warren Report and I happened to ascribe to 
it... I do have a bad habit of believing in the 
United States Government for better or for 
worse." 

Novel claimed he heard only bits and pieces 
about Garrison's case between that conversa- 
tion and the time it exploded onto the front 
pages of newspapers on February 17, 1967. 

Hooking Up Witti Garrison 

About 4:30 p.m. in the afternoon, shortly 
after the story broke. Novel got a call from 
Robertson, asking him to come over to his 
office to talk to a friend who needed help. 
Savvy Novel asked would it have anything to 
do with "what is on the front page in the 
newspapers." Robertson said yes. Novel re- 
counted the following conversation: 

"Jim has a problem that you are the only person I 
know that can take care of it." I said. "What is 
his problem?" He said. "Well, as you can read by 
the newspaper, he has decided to reopen the 
Kennedy investigation and that he has a case, and 
he says he has promised me that he has all the 
evidence." 

And I said. "Well, what do you need me for then? 

He says. "Well, he is very, very worried that the 
government is going to be bugging his telephones 
in his offices and what have you." And I said. 
"That's interesting, that's probable, that makes 
sense and I wouldn’t disagree with it." I said. "In 
my opinion." I said, "he has got to be crazy." I 
said, "because if he has the case, he will literally 
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overthrow the government." That was my exact 
statement. 

Novel claimed he told Robertson at least 
ten times that he didn't want to get involved, 
but agreed to listen to Garrison. He met Gar- 
rison at the Roosevelt Hotel in New Orleans, 
and had a long conversation. The following 
is excerpted from Novel's rendition of this 
event: 

I said. “Well, what do you want me to do?" He 
says. ‘I would like you to be my chief of secu- 
rity." And l said. "What price glory." I said. "Be- 
cause I am interested in getting married and I am 
strongly considering it and. “ I said. "I haven’t— 
if I am going to become involved in something 
like this, it is going to take up all my time." I said. 

“I have to be paid." 

Well, he says. "Well. I have got to worry about 
the guys that are working on my staff because I 
believe the CIA is going to put men infhere." 

This is the first time he said that. 

Novel was surprised to learn that his 
friend Bill Gurvich had joined up with Garri- 
son. "That doesn’t sound like Bill Gurvich to 
me," Novel told Garrison. Garrison also ex- 
pressed frustration that Dean Andrews had 
stopped being cooperative. 

Novel cold how he was taken by Garrison 
initially, but quickly changed his mind: 

See. he started to open up his case on that [refer- 
ring to the assassination!. Now. that was — he 
had me convinced. I was skeptical the first hour 
or the first forty-five minutes, he had me con- 
vinced the next hour, and then as he unwound 
and told me about where he could go with the 
thing, he then de-convmced me and that is when 
I became very interested. Because I believe I was 
other than Gurvich the first person who knew he 
was going to arrest Shaw. 

...Then he went on to tell me about David Ferric. 

id m the L • 1 telling me all these 

weird crackpot schemes of his. and the more he 
unwound on the principals, that's when his plot 
made good sense and his schemes made sense, 
but when he started talking about the actual in- 
dividuals and he staring talking about things that 
I knew, like telling me that a guy could hypnotize 
himself and beat a lie detector. I knew he was 
just absolutely nuts, and that's when we 
started — that is when I started pushing him to 
get the rest of his case. 

Curiously, Novel seemed to have great 
faith in his own ability to pass a lie detector 
test, as he incessantly mentioned his willing- 
ness to do so throughout the 1500 plus page 
deposition! 

When Novel claimed that Garrison 
thought David Feme was a superagent of the 
CIA, Novel added that was "very possible, by 
the way, but I doubt it." Garrison told Novel 
that Shaw's role was primarily that of money 



handler, and that he believed Ferrie and 
Arcacha handled the more nuts-and-bolts 
portions of the operation. 

Novel’s enthusiasm waned well before the 
end of this first meeting. "I just couldn’t see 
taking on the entire federal establishment and 
being his scapegoat to do it." He was also 
unsure that Garrison could afford to pay him: 

I am going to set up security against the FBI. the 
Secret Service, the CIA. et at., the Internal Rev- 
enue et al against you. what is going to be in it 
for me from the standpoint of this. If they win 
and you lose, everybody gets hurt.. ..He says. "I 
can assure you that you will be paid and com- 
pensated for your services in a manner that will 
make anything that you have done in the past 
appear to be small." I says. "That would be very 
difficult for you to achieve." 

However, Willard Robertson had raised 
quite a bit of money to be used to back Garri- 
son. Enough to pique Novel’s interest, at any 
rate. 

Novel goes on to tell a story that, several 
drinks later. Garrison talked of a plan to shoot 
a dart with atropine or miazine, some form of 
tranquilizing agent, into David Ferrie in or- 
der to kidnap him for the point of working 
him over to obtain the details of the plot. Given 
Big Jim’s propensity for humor, it is entirely 
likely he was just recounting an amusing fan- 
tasy. Novel, however, appears to have taken 
him seriously. 

Novel says a turning point for him came 
when Garrison expressed a desire to arrest 
James Reily of the Reily Coffee Company, 
where Oswald had worked. Novel thought 
such a notion was preposterous. His (illogi- 
cal) explanation was that Reily was ’’just too 
big a thief” to be involved in the assassina- 
tion. 

Despite Novel’s tale of his near instant dis- 
missal of Garrison's credibility, when Garri- 
son told him later that tugni ukt he had only 
one witness with the guts to testify. Novel said, 
“Do me and yourself a favor. Don't tell any- 
body who it is until you are ready to get him 
to testify." 

Novel and fhe FBI 

The conversation with Garrison lasted 
about five hours, after which Novel returned 
to his apartment at 336 Exchange Place. When 
Novel arrived home, as he described it, "it 
looked like an armada of FBI agents were 
there.... They were hanging out — they were so 
obvious that it was ridiculous.... they were in 
the doorway. They were across the street in 
the alley, there was two or three of them 
dressed up as bums. There was two of them 
parked in a car. I would say all told there must 
have been six of them, Mr. Hoover’s proudest 



there." 

Novel knew two of the agents personally: 
Peter Chase and Roger Bombardier. He also 
claimed that "the FBI occasionally worked for 
me." Novel characterized the agents as "hun- 
gry wolves” who nonetheless approached him 
gently, saying, "Hi. What has the Giant [Gar- 
rison] got on his mind tonight?" Novel invited 
them into his place and proceeded to tell them 
everything his would-be employer had just 
shared with him. “We joked a lot, we joked a 
lot. I was friendly with them. I wasn’t worried 
about them... I mean, we called each other like, 
you know. ’Gordon,' and 'Pete,' and ‘Hey, 
clown,' and things like that." The FBI agents 
asked how close Novel could get to Garrison, 
and would Novel help them, to which Novel 
responded, “Do I have any choice." They re- 
plied that they were simply asking him on a 
"friendly basis” and he replied "Look, I will 
cooperate. I have got no compunctions against 
iL" 

Novel referred to his involvement as look- 
ing like that of a "quadruple agent", adding 
that by then, he was being asked to do some 
work for Walter Sheridan. Hmm. The FBI, 
Garrison and Sheridan. That makes three. 
Who was the fourth party for whom Novel 
worked? 

Novel and Sheridan 

“The minute I went to work for him, Mr. 
Sheridan got me involved in Mr. Garrison’s 
witch hunt from the other side." Novel re- 
ferred to the arrangement as "clandestine 
employment" for which he was paid $500 in 
cash (by Sheridan at Novel’s apartment) and 
later another $750 when he was hiding out in 
Columbus, Ohio. Novel passed Sheridan tapes 
of conversations between himself and Mr. 
Robertson. Novel is coy with the lawyers about 
Garris, r. on tape, claiming. “I had tap^ 
recordings of Mr. Garrison, but they were 
turned over to a party, or parties unknown to 
me at this time." Novel explained further 

As I recall it was in the presence of some other 
agents. There was a gentleman who was identi- 
fied to me. but he never showed any credentials 
For all I know, he could have worked for you or 
anybody. But I was told it was all right to turn 
over certain tape recordings to him. 

Novel first met Sheridan in person through 
Dean Andrews. "Mr. Andrews called me and 
asked me to come up to his office. He had some- 
one. he said, it was very important that I meet.” 
Novel described the encounter: 

"Hi. hello Tell me everything you know about Gar- 
rison. I got to know. Who are you? I am Walter 
Sheridan from NBC." What does that mean to 

continued on page 1 2 
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Gordon Novel 

continued from page 1 1 
me? 

“I am former chief investigator for Senator Rob- 
ert Kennedy and Bob thinks this is a fraud." [The 
evidence contradicts Sheridan's assertion in this 
regard — Eds,) 

I said . “Vbu are not the first person to tell me that 
in the past twenty-four hours." Or whatever pe- 
riod it was. 

I said. "A lot of other people seem to ascribe to 
that theory." He said, "Who in particular?" I said. 
"The Federal Bureau of Investigation." He said. 
"What do you know about it?" I said. "I'll tell 
you what I have told the FBI and what I have told 
Garrison, tet me know that vnnr rrerW'afs arc 
in order." 

•' So he showed me his credentials. I says. fWho 
do you represent, per se. Mr. Kennedy or NBC?" 
He said. "I represent the Kennedy family and 
NBC." ... He said... Bob was the Attorney General 
during the time that the Warren Report was writ- 
ten. and much of it was under his control [an- 
other bogus claim — Eds.), and he knows it to be 
a fraud." End of story. 

I says. well. I told him about Houma. I told him 
about what I knew about Mr. Garrison. And I said. 
"What do you want to do?" 

He says. "Well, you obviously know more about 
this thing than anybody walking around right 
now." I said. "Yeah. So what?" I said. "Mr. Garri- 
son wants me to be his chief of security." He said. 
"Fine. How would you like to be my chief of secu- 
rity while you are working for Mr. Garrison?" 

I said, "Gee. triple agent. How much are you go- 
ing to pay?" He says. ‘Well, you will get what- 
ever you want.\..we had an agreement. $500 a 
day. ..I think I worked another day and Walter blew 
it Walter Sheridan will admit, he goofed a little 
bit. I am sure....Well. the plot unfolded at a high 
rate of speed. Mr. Garrison became aware who 
Mr. Sheridan was. Mr. Sheridan pretty well spelled 
out his intentions of why he was in New Orleans 
to Mr. Garrison s investigators. He told them it 
was his opinion they were a joke. And we were 
off to the races. 

Mr. Sheridan didn't come there with an open mind 
to Mr. Garrison’s investigation. 

* During the initial conversation, Sheridan 
also pumped Novel for information regard- 
ing the different Cubans, who did what, and 
so forth. Whereas Novel had held back much 
of what he knew from Garrison, he told Sheri- 
dan everything. "Walter has a way of getting 
inside of your heart, and at the same time 
Walter offered to pick up the phone and get 
Bobby Kennedy on the phone and things like 
that, and that was strong enough for me, and 
I wasn't about to call his bluff. So I told him 
the truth." Among the things Sheridan wanted 
continued on page 34 
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The following is excerpted from a State Police report 
on Novel made out to Jim Garrison from officers Thomas 
Casso and John J. Buccola dated April 1, 1967. 



SUBJECT: Special Investigation, 8947 through 4-1-67 
... Ivon also explained other phases of this case and when the name of Gordon 
Hovel, W/M, came up, Bgt. Buooola advised that on Haroh 7, 1967, Gordon Hovel, 
who Is an acquaintance of Sgt. Buooola, called him at his residence Miring him if 
he (Buooola) was assigned to the oase and what did he know about the oase. Sgt. 
Buooola advised Hovel that he was not on the oase and knew nothing about It. 
Hovel advised Buooola that he soon would be and that he (Hovel) would appreciate 
being oaHed when this happened, as Hovel was Interested In this oase. 

We were advised by Louis Ivon to concentrate on Shaw and any phase of the 
case on whloh we could uncover any lmorm&lioa From March 9 through March 
SI, 1867, we were unable to locate Clay 8haw but the following was accomplished. 

During this period it was brought to our attention that Gordon Novel attempted to 

obtain the names and addresses of the two eulgeots who were arrested with Layton 
Martens from one of Desk Sergeant* for the sum of *100. With this information, 
the undersigned offioera went to the Bureau of Id entificatio n in New Orleans; 
obtained a mug shot of lavton Marten*. also mug shots and rap sheet* of the two 
subject* arrested with him on 8-30-61, one Andrew Blackmon «n<i one Melvin 
Seeling. 



8gt Buooola then oaHed Gordon Hovel and agreed to meet him In his establish- 
ment, the Jamaican Village, 800 North Rampart Street, Hew Orleans, on Friday 
night, Marofa 10, 1967. 

..While In the Jamaican Village with Hovel, Bgt. Buooola asked Hovel how he 
knew that he (Buooola) would he assigned tnthsn—mwmtwfn^ ^gn^i gjug 
stated that be had oonnaotlons everywhere. Sgt. Buooola then aakBd Novelto lend 
him a miniature tape reoorded(slo).... Hovel stated that *fl of his reoorders were 

working full-time at this time t«t that maybe something oould be doiw for a little 
lnformattoa...The information Hovel wanted hi exchange for the tape recorder 
was the mug ahrts and names and addresses at the two men arrested with Mar- 
tens and the exiot details of our part In the Investigation. At this time I allowed 
him a mug shot of Layton Martens and Hovel Mated he knew Martens but studied 
at length the ploture and ths lnlbrmaUoa oontafaud on ths feu* of On mug shot . 
H# than asked where tbs mug shots of the two men arrested with Martens were 

and I Interned him that I had left those at beta* but would show them to him 

when he delivered the tape reoorter_. level then ttarted pungdng me as to why 

my partner and I were not In Laft9«ttt and etnoi Hovel BSOMi to know more 

about this oase than I did, I advised ldm ttat w* bad to have mbs One off and 

«... T “itirmrl hi tinrtng rtny liiwi jgiHi y THTmrWngith 

ths District Attorney (Garrison) and that he had Immunity from j. Bdgar Hoover, 
Garrison, ths CIA and anyone else oonosoted with ait Investigation. Novel asked 
me, "When Garrison opened up this oees to you, weren’t you amased to hear about 
ths seoond Oswald?”, to wttah I stated, 'Stranger things have happened.* 

While Hovel was pumping ms he asked what I about -the student’ 

duoklng back to oollege when Ferris wee UnsdOhml did not say -died - but ipe- 
oifloaqy aald •kfflsd-.)_Jovel stated be knew aS of the people invtfved at the 
time they ware questioned hy ths (UA and TBL I asked Urn why be became Ur 
volved with thaeepeopta and he stated *we were nwBngm«Miy-_Jfavelaleotnti- 
matad ha knewtbesoaot whereabouts of Cty Shawwdwaa amused that Garrison 
had Shew under observation. ♦ 



